
Online Learning Transition  -- Mrs. Lawson’s Classes 

Dear Families: 

I hope everyone is well and staying socially distant.  Thank goodness for Facetime and Skype for 

connecting with friends. I miss each and every one of my students. I hope you’re coping well. (Note: This 

is a three-page document. Please read/skim all pages for important updates.)  

Holy Guacamole, Batman! It’s Our New Normal.  

My, my, my! Who could have predicted that Friday the 13th would be so extraordinary?  At the 

beginning of that week, I was worried about how the trifecta of a time change, a full moon, and Friday 

the 13th would impact my students.  Little did we know!  Anyhow, it looks like this might be our new 

normal for a while.  I appreciate your patience as we get to know the online environment and so many 

new tech tools.  I’ll be trying some new things out (Here’s looking at you Advisory Class!), and we will 

see how it all goes.   

Back to Instruction! 

Starting next week, March 30, we will be resuming instruction --online.  Please make sure that your 

student is checking into Schoology daily to see what work has been posted.  In some cases, there will be 

links to Google Classroom work posted in Schoology, so it’s best to always start with Schoology first.  

Please let us know if you’re having trouble accessing either Google Classroom or Schoology. This 

particular week beginning 3/30 is intended to be a trial run, so it’s super important that all students 

attempt the work being posted, so we can work through any glitches or problems with the programs, 

etc.  

Enrichment vs. Regular Ol’ Work? 

 While all work I’ve posted thus far is to be for enrichment, I may repurpose those assignments as 

regular work once we go back to consistent instruction.  It could benefit students to complete the work 

as it’s assigned even if it’s not going into the gradebook immediately.  I am awaiting direction from the 

District about when grading may resume.  When it does, some of those assignments I’ve posted as 

enrichment *may* be reposted – or if/when we get to go back to school, assigned --  as regular work.  

The reason for this is that I want to keep students progressing towards standards mastery.  It’s to 

everyone’s benefit if we can keep the ball rolling, so to speak.  There are no posted deadlines as yet, so 

timelines are pretty flexible.  Parents should work with students to avoid procrastination as much as 

possible. I know sometimes this is easier said than done.  

Mrs. Lawson’s Office Hours 

I will be available in real time Monday through Friday from 10:00 AM to noon via email. I am also looking 

at digital tools that will facilitate virtual interaction such as Skype (but not Skype) and Zoom. So – more 

to follow on that!  Students/parents can email me between 10 a.m. and noon. I will respond 

immediately as long as the email doesn’t get hung up in a spam filter or something.  If you email and do 



not hear from me within that two hour window, try my personal email at Melissa.Lawson@yahoo.com.  

For all email comms, please type student’s FULL NAME IN THE SUBJECT LINE.  

Submitting Work 

ALL student work should be posted to Google Classroom or Schoology depending on where the 

assignment itself is posted.  Students, unless specifically told to do so, should not *share* work with me 

via Google Docs.  There are a couple of reasons for this.  First, I have 208 students.  Getting that many 

shared docs in my Drive and email box is overwhelming.  There may be isolated cases where I’ve asked a 

student to share something versus posting it to GC or Schoology, but please have your student do so 

only if that is an explicit instruction from me personally.  The other reason I can’t accept *shared* work 

is that for some reason, the system won’t let me respond to the student outside of the document.  If I 

have feedback, it can only be relayed within the Google Doc, and this creates all sorts of problems to the 

student being unable to locate where I’ve given the feedback, as one example.  

GRADES 

Except for work assigned prior to March 13, teachers will not be entering any grades into PowerSchool.  

I want students to know how they are doing towards mastering standards.  We are permitted to provide 

students with feedback on their work. I plan to do this in several ways.  I will give written feedback by 

commenting directly within the assignment, through messaging in the assignment, or through a 

numerical rating system based on a rubric or other evaluation criteria.  The numbers will serve as 

ratings, not grades, and they will have no impact on the overall course grade showing in PowerSchool 

(until we are notified that we may again grade work); the ratings will not calculate if they are input into 

PowerSchool.  Students are encouraged to use this formative feedback to improve if they fail to master 

skills or concepts after turning in their work.   

ABSENT WORK PRIOR to MARCH 13, 2020 

Assessments given/assigned prior to March 13 that were not completed due to an absence resulting the 

student’s current grade of zero or NTI/M/ABS may be assigned a make-up version to complete digitally. 

Please have student email me at mlawson@fcusd.org to arrange for this.  

A Special Note to my Advisory Students 

I need your help!  I will be testing out a lot of new tech tools and digital ideas. I will post these in my 

Advisory Class on Schoology.  It would help tremendously if you would try out what I am posting, just for 

fun, so I can see how things are going to work in my other classes.  There is a video assignment in there 

now, yes now.  Please go – yes, now – and make a video to post in that assignment.  Thanks!   

Feel Free to Reach Out! 

Feel free to contact me via email if you have any questions.  Email me at mlawson@fcusd.org or 

Melissa.lawson@yahoo.com.  I have alerts set to both accounts on my phone, so I should be able to 

respond fairly quickly – certainly within 24 hours-- or immediately if you email during my posted office 

hours  10:00 a.m. – noon weekdays 
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Mrs. Lawson’s Academic Plan for ENGLISH and Honors English, 7th grade 

I plan on posting about 30 minutes worth of work per day.  If it takes a student longer, the deadlines are 

flexible. Work on not falling behind whenever possible.  

I will be keeping my assignment schedule similar to what we did each week in the classroom.   

Weekly Schedule 

On Monday, I will post a free write prompt with some kind of stimulus for that prompt such as a 

reading, a video, image, music, etc.  Instead of writing these in notebooks, students will post to the 

assignment itself (whether it’s in Schoology or Google Classroom) 

Tuesday is Vocabulary Practice Day.  I will post root words.  Students will need to create flashcards 

either on Quizlet or by hand to study.  They can also print the notes or copy them (recommended) into 

their vocab notebooks to study. Formative assessment will involve students using the English derivatives 

from those root words in meaningful, context-rich sentences.  HONORS:  Honors classes will also receive 

the list of words from the Sadlier Unit we are currently working on. I will also post the reading that goes 

with the unit, so students can see the words used in context.  Formative assessment will involve 

students writing context-rich sentences ( different from those used in the reading selection or word list) 

to show their understanding of how to use the word correctly on their own.  

Wednesday is Grammar and Formal Writing Practice Day. I will post a sentence for students to analyze 

using four-level analysis.   I recommend that students do this in their grammar notebooks.  I’ll post the 

solution to the sentence later in the week either as a screencast or as an answer key.  I may also post a 

brief writing assignment for students to write about, but unlike the free writes, these are formal in 

nature and students should write with a formal audience in mind. The topics will be more structured 

with specific writing skills as the focus.  

Thursday is Fiction and Poetry Day.  We are finishing up a novel (The Outsiders), and this will be the 

main focus until it’s completed.  We will have a small project to complete when the novel is done. There 

will be an optional activity involving  watching the 1983 movie based on the book.  The option to watch 

the movie will not be required, as not all students may have access to a streaming service such as 

Amazon or Netflix.  After we finish with the novel, we will start a poetry unit and work with some of the 

stories in Study Sync.  

Friday is Research/Info Text Day.  We are still working on our research papers.  I will post helpful 

screencasts, YouTube videos and web sites to help students complete this paper which we started 

several weeks ago in class.  I ask that parents allow students to complete these papers on their own.  

They will not learn the research writing process unless they are free to enjoy their own successes and 

learn from their own mistakes.  Thank you for your help in this regard. When the research paper is done, 

we will use informational articles in Study Sync going forward.  

History Day  

For students (and runners-up!) advancing to State History Day, the contest IS going forward.  It will be 

100% Online. Please make sure that you’re registered. The District will pay the registration fee as 

previously communicated to you before the school closed.  


